Scenario #1: Island Resort Bay

Unique Characteristics: Resort area, High boating traffic, High tourism volume, Low water quality  
Seagrass Information:  Traditionally, this area has had many very healthy seagrass beds and many manatees and sea turtles used to live here.  The seagrass beds still exist but many new resorts have been built on the beach.  This has led to an increasing amount of boat traffic and pollution, decreasing the quality of the water.  The tourists operating the boats are not familiar with the delicate situation of the seagrass.  The healthy grass that lives here produces many seeds, but when areas of the seagrass beds die off it may take more than 10 years for it to come back naturally because of the lack of nutrients in the water.  
Scenario #2: Open Bay

Unique Characteristics: Very high bull-nose ray population, Hurricanes and high winds common, Low water quality
Seagrass Information:  About 50 years ago, there were 3 very healthy seagrass beds off shore, but as the population of bull-nose rays increased rapidly they began ripping up the seagrass.  At the same time, the population near the water has increased by 78% and the polluted runoff from the surrounding communities has decreased the water quality so that the seagrass has not been able to come back on its own.  Today, there is a large grant available to fund just about any type of restoration effort.
Scenario #3: Newly Acquired Set-Aside

Unique Characteristics: Small coastal population on shore, Good water quality, High currents
Seagrass Information:  Seagrass was abundant in this bay until a disease killed 99% of the population about 20 years ago.  There are still 2 other seagrass meadows in another bay close by that were not affected by the disease.  There is no longer a sign of the disease but the grass has not come back naturally.  Some scientists think this is due to the strong current that covers incoming seeds with sediment before they are able to being growing.  The Nature Conservancy has just set aside a new site for restoration but with the rule that planting must happen by the end of the month.  There is no time to grow out shoots and collect seeds and very little money available for expensive equipment.  
Scenario #4: Large, Healthy Meadow


Unique Characteristics: Good water quality, Home to many species of fish and crabs, Very important to local economy, Previous research site
Seagrass Information:  Researchers planted several types of seagrass in this area about 50 years ago.  One variety grew successfully and the seagrass has been healthy and spreading ever since.  Today, this area is inhabited by many different types of wildlife.  The seafood industry makes about a billion dollars a year here and seeds are often collected to be used for restoration projects in other locations.
Scenario #5: Oyster Die-Off


Unique Characteristics: Very good water quality, Very small population on shore, Hurricanes and high winds unlikely, Low boating traffic
Seagrass Information:  Oysters were very common in this area in the early 1900s when water quality was good, but they have all died due to over-farming.  When oyster farming was extremely popular, boats were common and watermen would dig up a lot of the sediment.  The seagrass died off as a result of being disturbed almost constantly.  Today, there are no more seagrass beds close by.  The boating traffic has almost completely stopped and the water quality is still very good.  The water is rarely disturbed.  
